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Insects, Mites, and Nematodes

Soybean Aphid Update — (John Obermeyer and Larry
Bledsoe) —

* Aphids are increasing in many fields of northern
Indiana

¢ Now is the time to make treatment decisions

¢ Pathogens may begin to naturally control aphids

Please refer to the last two issues of the Pest&Crop
concerning this pest. Soybean aphid numbers continue
to climb in research fields in northern Indiana. The most
dramatic increase has been at the Pinney Purdue
Agricultural Center, Porter County, where aphids per
plant increased from 145 to over 600.

Because of ample soil moisture and occasional rains,
fields are not showing the presence of aphids or their
damage. However, research trials conducted in 2001
indicate that significant yield losses can occur when
plants are actively flowering and setting pods with
hundreds of aphids per plant. These trials also indicate
that treatment decisions need to made soon, as
applications made later in August are too late.

Bits & Pieces
* Goodbye Ron Blackwell

Weather Update

* Temperature Accumulations

Good news! Diseased aphids are beginning to be
seen, they are discolored and shrunken. This disease has
been known to literally wipeout aphid populations in a
few days time. Be certain to be looking for these while
sampling.
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Corn Growth Stage and Insect Potential — (John
Obermeyer and Larry Bledsoe) —

Monitor Soybean for Rootworm Beetles Now -
(John Obermeyer and Larry Bledsoe) -

* Late developing corn may attract moths

e Fall armyworm whorl feeding is quite evident

* European cornborer infestation is subtle until harvest
time

Fall armyworm moths are attracted to whorl stage
corn. So far, only limited infestations have been
reported in southern Indiana and Kentucky. Because of
this year’s extremely late planting, there are several
fields throughout the state that are still quite vulnerable
to this vicious feeder. Unless one is willing to spot treat
those areas infested with this pest with a high-boy,
treatment should not be considered unless 60% of the
normal yield is expected, 75% of the plants exhibit
feeding, and the larvae are present and actively feeding.
This caterpillaris difficult to control unless caughtearly.

European corn borer moths are attracted to actively
pollinating corn. Moth flights of the second generation
have been low statewide in our black light traps.
However, we've received a few reports from pest
managers that indicate that “windshield splatter” has
been heavy in their area at night. Scouting for egg
masses and newly hatched larvae in pollinating corn is
very difficult and time consuming. Control of second
generation corn borer is difficult, two insecticide
applications are often required. In other words, treating
for this pestis notlikely to be economical for yellow dent
corn. High value crops, e.g., sweet and seed corn, should
be monitored for egg masses and larvae.

More information on each of these pests can be
viewed on-line at <http://www.entm.purdue.edu/
entomology / ext/ fieldcropsipm/ ciro.htm>.
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® Western cornrootworm beetles are active insoybean
fields

e Sampling soybean fields now for beetle presence
and densities could save money next year

¢ Sampling doesn’t require the use of nets or traps,
visual inspections can be effective in assessing

\_ relative beetle numbers )

We are actively sweeping soybean fields to sample
for western corn rootworm beetle variant populations
in the state. Though we don’t have exact counts yet, itis
evident that beetle numbers are down from a year ago.
Stay tuned to future Pest&Crop issues as we report the
catches by county.

Knowledge of beetle numbers in soybean helps one
to gauge the potential risk of rootworm damage to next
year’s corn. Few beetles mean low risk, thus little need
for rootworm protection next year. Lots of beetles means
higher risk, and the insecticide “insurance” will likely
pay off. Several producers and agribusiness personnel
throughout the state have initiated a sampling program
for their soybean fields. Because of the variability of
beetle numbers from field to field, those willing to
inspect soybean now may reap the benefits next spring.
Sampling for rootworm beetle in soybean fields does
not require sticky traps or sweep nets, but they do make
decision making more accurate. Visual inspections
during the morning hours, while walking through the
field and carefully observing the upper canopy, should
help you reach a management decision. Soybean fields
should be visited weekly until early September. Refer to
Pest&Crop #19, July 25, 2003, for suggested sampling
with sticky traps.
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Black Light Trap Catch Report
(Ron Blackwell)

Dubois/SIPAC 1 0 5 0 0 0 1 0 6 1 1 1 0 9
Jennings/ SEPAC 3 1 1 0 0 1 10 1 5 2 0 0 0 2
Knox/SWPAC 1 2 0 0 1 0 2 1 1 1 0 0 0 3
LaPorte/Pinney Ag Center 2 1 1 0 0 1 7 0 0 26 0 0 0 5
Lawrence/Feldun Ag Center 0 1 0 0 0 1 5 0 0 2 0 0 2 12
Randol phvDavis Ag Center 1 1 6 0 0 0 1
Tippecanoe/ Throckmorton Ag Center 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Vermilliorn/Hutson 51
Whitley/NEPAC 4 0 7 0 0 0 n 6 0 48 0 0 1 10

BCW = Black Cutworm ECB = European Corn Borer SWCB = Southwestern Corn Borer CEW = Corn Earworm

AW = Armyworm FAW = Fall Armyworm VC = Variegated Cutworm
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Bits & Pieces

Goodbye Ron Blackwell — (John Obermeyer) —

Ron Blackwell, IPM Survey Specialist, is leaving us
after ten years of hunting and counting insects. He will
be sorely missed, as he coordinated many valuable
insect IPM programs.

It has been on his heart for several years to pursue a
careerinlaw enforcement. When a deputy sheriff position
came open, he couldn’t resist. Should you misbehave
while traveling through Clinton County, you might get
to “visit” with Ron!

I know thathe’ll continue to think of us as his patrol
car’s windshield gets splattered in the summer. He
might even try to identify it.

"Honest Officer Blackwell -- I was just trying to identify these insects for my
boss -- please don't give me a ticket for blocking traffic!"
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Weather Update

GDD(9) = Growing Degree Days from April 16 (9% of Indiana's corn planted), for corn growth and devel opment
GDD(26) = Growing Degree Days from April 25 (26% of Indiana's corn planted), for corn growth and development
GDD(50) = Growing Degree Days from April 30 (50% of Indiana's corn planted), for corn growth and development
GDD(85) = Growing Degree Days from June 4 (85% of Indiana's corn planted), for corn growth and development

Boonville
2026 1906 184

Temperatures as of August 6, 2003

4" Bare Soil

MAP KEY Temperatures
Location 8/6/03
GDD(9) GDD(26) GDD(50) GDD(85) Location
\_‘_\ﬁ \—// Max. Min.
Kendallville
Wanatah 1816 1747 1680 (1315
1557 1509 1451 1154 vggna?gh
Plymouth
Wheatfield 1553 1499 1440 1162
1687 1632 1572 1263
Winamac
Francesville 84 66
1752 1695 1637 1300
Young America Bluffton Blufiton
74 73
1767 1706 1648 1301 1653 1598 1545 1206
W. Lafayette ACRE W Laf Agro
1790 1719 1663 1294 79 71
. Ti
Tipton 8319“’7‘;
11678 1623 1571 1225 Farmland Farmland
77 72
Perrysville 1724 1663 161Q 1236 BT 8
1860 1798 1737 1345 77
Greenfield
1750 1690 1629 1248
Greencastle
1668 1606 1552 1182 Liberty
81 68
Terre Haute
2085 2017 1947 1507
Oolitic Oolitic
11851 1779 1705 1276 84 69
Dubois
11786 1711 1650 1255 glllbf;if
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