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Western Corn Rootworm Beetles Emerging - (John 
Obermeyer, Christian Krupke, and Larry Bledsoe)

• Western rootworm beetles can now be seen
• Beetles should not be a concern until fields are 

pollinating
• Late planted/replanted fields could be a “trap crop” for 

beetles and egg laying

Western corn rootworm beetles are beginning their 
annual emergence from the soil in northern Indiana. The 
male beetles are generally first to emerge and feed for 
several days until females begin emerging a few days later. 
Females mate, then feed and disperse, sometimes over long 
distances. 

After emerging, beetles will begin to feed on corn leaves 
if pollen is not available. Leaf feeding damage is of no 
economic importance. However, pollinating plants with high 
beetle populations could suffer economic losses from the 
beetles clipping silks prior to the completion of pollination. 
Pest managers should closely watch their fields for this type 
of feeding activity when pollination begins.

Adult beetles survive for several weeks and are 
consistently attracted to pollen sources throughout their 
lifespan. Therefore, late-planted fields are particularly 
susceptible to silk-clipping in areas with large beetle 
populations. Because of this year’s staggered planting and 

http://www.entm.purdue.edu/newsletters/
http://www.entm.purdue.edu/Entomology/ext/targets/p&c/PandC2006/graphic14/fig1.jpg


Pest&Crop No. 14 June 30, 2006 • Page 2

Rootworm beetle leaf feeding

Corn Borer Populations Are Generally Low, 
Treatment Window Closing - (John Obermeyer, Christian 
Krupke, and Larry Bledsoe)

• European corn borer infestation levels are low in most 
fields

• Some highly infested fields found too late
• Before applying a control, determine if control is 

possible and/or economical

For most non-Bt corn at this time, first generation 
European corn borer appears to be causing only minor 
damage. However, calls this week from southern Indiana 

replanting, beetles may flock “in droves” to fields that are 
pollinating later than surrounding areas. These delayed areas 
should be closely watched for silk clipping. For additional 
information on rootworm beetles and their control, see 
Extension Publication E-49-W, Managing Corn Rootworms - 
2006 (Rev. 5/06), which can be viewed at <http://www.entm.
purdue.edu/Entomology/ext/targets/e-series/fieldcro.htm>.

indicate that there are some highly infested fields. It is too 
late for control however, since the borers are burrowed into 
stalks and therefore are no longer treatable in this region.

Soon, borers will be entering corn stalks throughout 
the state. As noted above, cnce in the stalk or tassel, the 
borer is protected from insecticides and percent control 
drops dramatically. Therefore, pest managers should 
closely examine stalks for borer entry before making control 
decisions. If treatment is necessary, it is recommended that 
the control material be applied before 1/3 of the borers have 
entered the stalk. Midvein leaf feeding indicates that stalk 
tunneling is soon to begin; frass accumulation in a leaf axil 
signals that the stalk has been entered by a borer. 

Severe (obvious) corn borer whorl damage

Corn borer in midrib of leaf
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Black Light Trap Catch Report - (John Obermeyer)

County/Cooperator

6/14/06 - 6/20/06 6/21/06 - 6/27/06

VC BCW ECB SWCB CEW FAW AW VC BCW ECB SWCB CEW FAW AW

Dubois/SIPAC Ag Center 0 0 1 0 0 0 5 0 2 5 0 0 0 6

Jennings/SEPAC Ag Center 0 0 5 0 0 0 0

Knox/SWPAC Ag Center 0 0 10 0 2 0 3 0 0 5 0 4 0 1

LaPorte/Pinney Ag Center 0 0 316 0 0 0 1 0 0 158 0 0 0 2

Lawrence/Feldun Ag Center 0 4 1 0 0 0 27 0 6 43 0 0 0 0

Randolph/Davis Ag Center 0 0 21 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 10

Tippecanoe/TPAC Ag Center 0 1 133 0 0 0 8 4 27 16 0 0 0 58

Whitley/NEPAC Ag Center 0 0 137 0 0 0 7 0 5 25 0 0 0 17

VC = Variegated Cutworm, BCW = Black Cutworm, ECB = European Corn Borer, SWCB = Southwestern Corn Borer,  
CEW = Corn Earworm, FAW = Fall Armyworm, AW = Armyworm

Corn borer in stalk is impervious to insecticides Bug Scout says “Have a Safe and Happy 4th 
of July!”
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MAP KEY

4” Bare Soil 
Temperatures

6/28/06

Location
Max.     Min.

Wanatah
82    65

Columbia City
78    67

Lafayette
83    66

Farmland
83    69

Butlerville
86    68

Vincennes
89    69

GDD(2) = Growing Degree Days from April 12 (2% of Indiana’s corn planted), for corn growth and development
GDD(10) = Growing Degree Days from April 26 (10% of Indiana’s corn planted), for corn growth and development
GDD(33) = Growing Degree Days from May 3 (33% of Indiana’s corn planted), for corn growth and development
GDD(74) = Growing Degree Days from May 10 (74% of Indiana’s corn planted), for corn growth and development

Location
HU50     GDD(2)    GDD(10)   GDD(33)   GDD(74)

Stendal
1314  1084  1009  924

Carmel
981  833  776  707

Freelandville
1220  1033  970  891

Oolitic
1045  866  808  731

Kendallville
1016  860  802  719

Greencastle
1072  905  850  779

Perrysville
1179  1016  953  869

Brookville
1080  907  839  757

Greensburg
1154  984  925  840

Tipton
955  814  765  697

Winchester
1046  895  844  769

New Castle
1010  862  811  743

Young America
1040  893  840  763

Bluffton
1047  905  845  773

W. Lafayette (ACRE)
1082  948  892  812

Angola
882  760  724  664

Wanatah
968  828  776  705

Winamac
1003  861  811  740
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Temperatures as of June 28, 2006
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